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Endless waiting

I’ve been waiting for some weeks now for two parcels of things I’ve or-
dered online — both are delayed because of a problem with supply. Every
: W now and then I’ll remember that ’'m waiting for them, but most of the time
W I forget about it. One day those parcels will turn up, and I’ll have no idea
what’s in them. It’s been so long that it will be a lovely surprise.

For the Apostles and the early church, the return of Jesus was very real and very imminent.
There were many people in the congregations who had known Jesus, or knew the apostles
and listened to their memories of being with him, and their memories of him telling them to
wait for his return. He would come back one day but they needed to be ready for him.

But endless waiting can lead to forgetfulness. The early church were expecting Jesus in their
life time. We are still waiting nearly 2000 years later.

We look forward to his return with hope, and it may be in this life, or after
we’ve died, but either way we will see him and be swept up into him.
Advent is the time of year when we particularly remember that Jesus has
promised to return one day. We use it to prepare for Christmas, when we
remember the first time Jesus came among us.

We also use it to prepare for the day when we will meet Jesus face to face. We will each get
ready in our own way — that may be through prayer or Bible reading, or living a holy life; it
may be through charitable giving or service to the community. But we need to do whatever

God is calling us to do, to be ready for the day when he returns to take us home.

But in those days, following that distress,
'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;
? the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'
At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and
glory.
7 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.
28 Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its
leaves come out, you know that summer is near.

? Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at
the door. Mark 13:24-29

We don’t know the day or the hour when Jesus will return, but we know that God

keeps His promises. . ‘
Vicka

Let’s be ready. 1
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

— Sunday 4th December (2nd Sunday in Advent)
\} &P 8.00 am Communion BIBLE READINGS
E 10.00 am Morning Celebration FOR DECEMBER
11.15 am Messy Church
Sunday 4th December
Wednesday 7th December . (2nd Sunday of Advent)
10.00 am Holy Communion Ephesians 1: 3-14
Mark 1: 1-8

Sunday 11th December (3rd Sunday in Advent)

8.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Wednesday 14th December

10.00 am Holy Communion
Friday 16th December
6.00 pm Christingle Service

Sunday 18th December (4th Sunday in Advent)

Sunday 11th Dé ‘mber

8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Holy Communion (\i@}@\/\\/
4.00 pm Carol Service /// ﬁ/%gr?i\
A
N I~ J\ )/\/
Wednesday 21st December
10.00 am Holy Communion Sunday 25th December
— . (Christmas Day)
%’ QZ ) Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve) Isaiah 9: 2-7
E 11.15 pm Holy Communion Luke 2: '1_20
Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day) Foes come comecome o comecome o oo o oo
Please note 8.45 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Family Communion ”

Wednesday 28th December
10.00 am NO SERVICE

FOR THE CYCLE OF THE SEASONS

l

CHR ISTINGLES

Some ideas to enliven worship in the Christmas season

For Summer & Autumn, Winter & Spring

The Breathtaking beauty these faithfully bring.
Lengthening days calling new life to birth
Delicate blooms bursting fresh from the earth.
Sunshine and showers, heat, mist and haze
Fragrance and colour to thrill and amaze.
Ripening fruit, golden sheaves in the field
Harvest, thanksgiving at earth’s gracious yield.
Holly and ivy, a nip in the air

Frost covered branches, their glory laid bare.
Load for this cycle so special and true

Life always changing, yet ever anew.

Hear now my worship, and help me I pray

Slice of cake, anyone?

If you are stuck for Christmas present ideas this year, why
not try a cake stand? The cake stand is making a big
return. Sales are soaring at John Lewis, up 46 per cent this
year. Also popular are cake tins, cookie cutters and all
sorts of baking equipment.

It is thought that the recession is to blame. Apparently in
times of hardship, we crave sweet foods. Perhaps that is
why the BBC Two programme ‘The Great British Bake
Off” is such a current success. In any case, afternoon tea
and cake are back on the menu: Wedgwood alone has seen
an increase in tea set sales of 48 per cent this year.

Gladly to honour creation each day.




CHURCH SERVICES FOR JANUARY

N <o 2 Sunday 1st January (2nd Sunday of Christmas)
E 8.00 am NO SERVICE
10.00 am BCP Communion
11.15 am Messy Church
Wednesday 4th January
10.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 8th January (1st Sunday of Epiphany)

8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Holy Communion
Wednesday 11th January

10.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 15th January (2nd Sunday of Epiphany)

8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Holy Communion
Wednesday 18th January

10.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd January (3rd Sunday of Epiphany)
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Holy Communion

Wednesday 25th January
10.00 am Holy Communion

N\&Z
E& Sunday 29th January (4th Sunday of Epiphany)
8.00 am Holy Communion

10.00 am Holy Communion

Children are extremely welcome at
all our services.

Sunday Club meets in the Meeting
Room during the service for children
primary school age, and those of
secondary school age meet in the
Choir Vestry.

If you have a younger child who gets
restless or cries during the service
please DO NOT
WORRY—it’s
only natural.
There are toys for
the young child in
the Meeting
Room.

Crafters Group

As you can see from these photographs the
N crafters have been very busy on a Tuesday

" Morning knitting and crocheting items for the
__ Seafarers in Liverpool. The top photograph is
of lots of crocheted ‘Cross in the Pocket’. In
the little pocket is a prayer, that the sailors can take with them and read
when they need a quiet moment.
The picture on the right is of items that they have knitted and of other
items that have been donated by people of St Michael’s Church.
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
HAVE HELPED.
Remember if you want to help, please come
along on a Tuesday Morning in the Meeting &
Room from 10.00am—12.00 noon and
enjoy yourself with our friendly group.

Babies do that to you

After the lights and the kisses,
the visits and the visitors,

the presents and the promises,
only a baby remains;

and parents who have never
been this way before.

After the dreams and the whispers,
the angels and the merrymakers,
comes the silence;

comes crying in the night,

a long, interrupted journey,

along a strange path.

Things will never be

as they were before.

Babies do that to you;

Jesus does that to you.

But he comes with you all the way,
carrying love in his tiny hand,
holding heaven in his heart.

by Tim Lenton




*Christmas: The story of the Christingle

The word ‘Christingle’ actually means ‘Christ Light’, and celebrates the light of Jesus coming into
the world. Stories of how the Christingle began look back to the Moravian Church, which is found
in the Czech Republic. The Moravians have held Christingle services for more than 200 years, and
according to them, this is how the first Christingle might have been made:

Many years ago the children in a village were asked to bring a Christmas gift to put beside the crib
in the church. One family was very poor, and had no money for gifts, but the three children were
still determined to take something. The only nice thing they had was an orange, so they decided to
give the Christ-child that. But then they discovered the top was going green, so the eldest cut it out, and put a
candle in the hole. To add some colour, one of the girls took a red ribbon from her hair and tied it around the
middle of the orange. It was hard to make the ribbon stay still, so they fastened it in place with toothpicks. The
toothpicks looked a bit bare, so the youngest child added some raisins to them.

The children took their decorated orange lantern to the church for the Christmas Mass. The other children sneered
at their meagre gift, but the priest seized upon it with joy. He held it up as an example of the true understanding of
the meaning of Christmas, for the following reasons: the orange is round, like the world; the candle gives us light
in the dark, like the love of God; the red ribbon goes round the ‘world’, as a symbol of Christ’s blood, given for
everyone; the four sticks point in all directions, and symbolise that God is over all: North, South, East and West;
and the fruit and nuts remind us of God’s blessings.

The Children’s Society first introduced the Christingle Service to The Church of England in 1968, and it has since
become a popular event in the church calendar. This candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the key
messages of the Christian faith, while helping to raise vital funds to help vulnerable children across the country.

Visit: www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Christmas: Where did Christmas trees come from?

There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first involves St Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th

century as a missionary and found people sacrificing a child to their god under an oak tree. Boniface was
appalled, and rescued the child. He then chopped down the oak tree and found a tiny fir tree
growing nearby. He gave this to the people and said: “This is a symbol of life. Whenever you

gave his life for you.”
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:iActivities at St

Tots Group

look at this tree, remember the Christ-child who is the one who will give you life, because he

The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther in the 16th century. It is said that one
year he decided to drag a fir tree into his home and to decorate it with candles. He used it as a
visual aid, telling people that the candles symbolised Jesus as the light of the world, and the
evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life that Jesus gives

e tous. ,
M Nfart GF tRe lpeop1§ whoC%ohoweﬁ L‘ﬁtﬂ‘ér were struck by

:\ the idea, and took up the custom.

Tots Group meets in the Meeting Room every
Monday & Friday morning 9.00am to 10.30am

St Michael’s Fundraising Committee

Tea & Toast in the Meeting Room
on Saturday 7th January & February 4th 2011
10.00am to 12.00 noon Admission £1.00

Crafters Group
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o The Crafters Group meet in the Meeting Room
e_cvery Tuesday morning from 10.00am 12.00noon.
:\ Everyone is welcome. So come along

N
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Churches Together in Runcorn

Christmas Carol Singing:

Halton Lea: Saturday 10th December 12noon to
1.00pm.

Halton Hospital: Monday 12th December 6.30pm.

Quiet Day at Foxhill on 7th January 10.00am to
4.00pm

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service
Thursday 19th January 2012 @ 7.30pm at St
Edwards Church.



http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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§ Church Flowers for December § 100 Club Winners

* i*

*® * October

ﬁit a el ﬁ 2nd October  £20 B. Houghton 3

ghecember Ve ”SdK Nooean © ¥ OthOctober £20 J.Goffin 97

g ' . é ﬁ 16th October £20 P.Lawson 25

®¥Chapel § 23rd October £100 S.Mayhew 47

$December 2Wnsd M. Spoone L

ﬁ g November

#Pul pit #  6th November £20 D.Lunt 33

§D ecember § 13th November £20 D.Prince 21

g:mm&:&:mm&:&:m:&m&:m:mmm:m;:tm&m&#mﬁ#m&mﬁm&#mﬁﬁ 20th November £20 - G.Shaw 26
27th November £100 E.Jacobs 96

Confirmation Service

On Sunday 27th November 2011 the Right Rev Keith

Fundraising Committee
Sinclair, the Bishop of Birkenhead presided at the =

confirmation service at St Michael’s. There were 6 Thank you for your support over the recent events.
candidates from St Michael’s and one from St Andrews Recently we had a concert with the Highfield Choir
Church, Grange, Runcorn. The candidates were Alexander and guests Halton Community Artists which raised
Crombie, Elizabeth Ratcliffe, Victoria Walker (who was over £410, the Quiz Night raised £366 and the Tea
also baptised in the service), Christopher Sankey, Karen & Toast’s are still continuing to be well supported.
Garner, Claire Jones and Nicola Ritchie who was from St We are looking forward to next year and your
Andrews. continuing support. On a bright note, with your
The photograph on the left help and support, you have helped the Fundraising
includes the 7 candidates, Committee raise over £89,000 since September
the Right Rev Keith Sinclair, 2005.
Bishop of Birkenhead, Rev If you have any new ideas for the Fundraising
g Wullie Docherty (St Committee to use please approach any one on the
Andrews) and Rev Vicki committee.
Schofield.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Christmas to Me The Fundraising committee would like to wish
Christmas to me is nativity everyone a
And the sound of carol-singing; A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
But to others it is revelry A
And the sound of shop tills ringing. PROSPEROUS 2012
Christmas to me is shepherds
On a hillside attending their sheep; A)
And the sound of angelic voices 7
Over a town bathed in sleep TS
Christmas to me is the Magi { \\g@
Who put all of their faith in a star (3 ” o
And 1n search of the little Christ child They willingly travelled so far. d}t\\v\\» lf" t‘ ‘s
Christmas to me is worship, o l A
Giving thanks for the Saviour’s birth; A ‘M%W“% . :
But to many of the folk I know Christmas has no real worth. AP Ci'\'\{\é@\ Vi
S h . . 7] ’ ‘h‘ 7\l V‘Zﬂ \\(\ S
o what will YOU see at Christmas? NAOR (e N
Will you think of that baby so small? And recognise that the love of God @?’@W v E2on
Came to earth that first Christmas of all? pE4C T/ ?4

By Colin Hammacott
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

December Birthdays
Congratulations to Lisa Littler whose
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Jose¢ Colley whose birthday is on December 22nd, to Gerald
Cook whose birthday is on December 24th and to Stan Sefton

& whose birthday is on December 25th

&w January Birthdays

% Congratulations to Jim Goffin whose birthday is on January

22nd.
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birthday is on December 2nd, to Mrs Jacobs
whose birthday is December 4th, to Colin Keam
whose birthday is on December 7th, to Angela
Keam whose birthday is on December 10th, to
Graham Aylett whose birthday is on December

&
o
&
o
&
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&
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o 12th, to Jean Mayhew whose birthday is on December 16th, to i‘:
o
&
o
&
o
&
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CONGRATULATIONS

To
Sheelagh & Bob Hallsworth
who celebrate their
Wedding Anniversary
on Dece[':rjlber 12th

. AT L\
' Glenls & Keith' /-
Dutton?
who celebrate their
Wedding Anniversary,
on the
24th January
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Thank Dickens for Christmas as you know it!

Ever wonder where many of our Christmas traditions come from? A surprising amount can be traced back to the

well-loved story of ‘A Christmas Carol’, by Charles Dickens.

When you read ‘A Christmas Carol’, you discover almost a template of the ‘ideal Christmas’ which we still hold
dear today. Dickens seems to have selected the best of the Christmas celebrations of his day (he ignored some of
the odd excesses) and packaged them in such a way as to give us traditions that we could accommodate and

treasure — more than a century later.

So, for instance, in A Christmas Carol, Christmas is a family day, with a family-centred feast. In a home
decorated with holly and candles the characters enjoy a roast turkey, followed by Christmas pudding. They give
their loved ones presents. Scrooge even gives donations to charity (!). And all the while outside, there is snow
and frost, while church bells ring, and carol singers sing, and hope for mulled wine. In ‘A Christmas Carol’ there
is even a Father Christmas — in the shape of Christmas Present. Only the Christmas tree itself came later, when
Prince Albert imported ‘a pretty German toy’ that won the heart of the English court, and hence the rest of

Victorian society.

‘Most wanted’ by children this Christmas!

From the sublime to the ridiculous..... this year coveted
children’s presents certainly cover everything. Leading
the market are two competing ‘children’s iPads’, the
LeapPad and the Inno-Tab. Each tablet style computer
comes with touchscreens and ‘apps’ such as games, ebook
readers, video players and MP3 players. The price of
£79.99 for either ‘iPad’ does not appear to be frightening
off the parents, and toy shops across the country have
been struggling to secure enough stock.

At the other end (the back end?) of the market there is the
‘Doggie Doo’, a toy dog that has an unusual ‘doggie
poop’ feature when it is taken for a walk. Apparently the
aim is to teach children how to use ‘pooper scoopers’,
which are included.

Doggie Doo is also expected to be a runaway success...!

Prompting

The boy forgot his lines in the Christmas Sunday
School drama presentation. His mother, sitting in
the front row tried to prompt him, gesturing and
forming the words silently with her lips, but it didn't
help. Her son's memory was blank. Finally she
leaned forward and whispered the cue, "I am the
angel Gabriel!” The child beamed with acknowledg-
ment and in a loud, clear voice so that everyone in
the congregation could hear said, "My Mommy is

'3?

the angel Gabriel!




Beware the germs in your fridge

' ‘ _ ] How to reduce your pain

Christmas is a time to fill up your fridge — but

beware what might be living in there already. I: It seems that laughter really is a great

Appa?ently, cven fridge salad drawers can medicine, if recent research at Oxford

contain 750 times the level gf bacteria o University is anything to go by. .

considered safe. The potentially harmful bugs Researchers found that hearty laughing

can include E.coli, salmonella and listeria. with friends for 15 minutes a day was

One expert points out that the low temperatures of a fridge enough to raise a person’s pain threshold

does not kill bugs, it only slows them down. “When by 10 per cent. Laughing makes us exhale

bacteria get a foothold, and no cleaning is taking place, several times in a row, which prompts the
they WILL multiply over a period of time.” So brain to release pain-killing chemicals

*a ! ~ the gdvice is: befo?e you stuff your fridge this known as endorphins.
* = < Christmas, empty it out and clean it down

, « well..... don’t let your turkey pick up E.coli in
your own kitchen!

December Blog
I find it hard to believe that by the time you read this we will be preparing for Christmas. It doesn’t seem like a
couple of weeks since last year’s Carol Service! I have been thinking a lot about the subject of time recently so
I am going to share some of my thoughts with you all. We know that time marches on & there is nothing we
can do to stop it. We spring forward & fall back every year but all that does is change when it gets light & dark.
It doesn’t alter the number of hours in each day. What, to me, is so fascinating is our perception of time & how
it changes as we grow older. I will be 70 in a couple of weeks & it doesn’t seem like 10 years since I celebrated
my 60" Birthday. Because of my medical condition I never expected to reach 60 so I feel particularly blessed
to be reaching 70! I am always amused by children’s perception of time in relation to how old grown ups are.
When one of my Grandchildren was 5 & I was 50 he said to me, “What was it like in the olden days Nanny
when everything was in black & white?!! More recently a little girl at church & I were discussing her school,
Victoria Rd, which she loves. When I told her that I went there when I was her age, first of all she looked like
she didn’t believe me & then she asked what it was like when I was there. I was most amused when she asked
me if we had proper flushing toilets then or pieces of wood with a hole in!! I assured her that we did have
flushing loos but they were outside in a toilet block. It was only later that I realised that my Grandmother’s
house did indeed have the sort of loo with the “wood with a hole in it” So maybe I am as ancient as my little
friend thought!
My perception of time can relate to TV problems. My favourite programme at the moment is Terra Nova. It’s
about how scientists on earth, which is slowly dying, have created the technology that will take them back to
the age of the dinosaurs & create a new earth. The programme is an hour long, give or take winding through the
commercials. Because I love it so much it seems to be over in a flash. However, if [ was to watch an hour long
programme on quantum physics it would probably seem like 3 weeks! It’s the same as looking forward to
something. How come, when you are at work looking forward to a 2 week holiday in the sun it can seem like
an eternity, yet when it comes the 2 weeks goes in a flash.
All T know for sure is that time is very precious & should not be taken for granted. Time is taking me to the age
of 70 so I suppose I could then have permission to become a “grumpy old woman”! I will try to give that a
miss.
I deal with time like this, one of my favourite sayings. Yesterday’s history, Tomorrow’s a mystery, today is a
gift. This is a really good philosophy. We can’t change history only learn from it what we need too. Tomorrow
never comes, it’s the day we worried about yesterday. Make the most of each & every day. I hope you all
have a very Happy Christmas & a peaceful new year. God Bless, Barbara.
Bknott68@gmail.com

www.easyfundraising.org.uk

is a website that will enable us to raise funds for St Michael’s.
If you want any further information please see Colin Keam or Brian Lunt
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Across

1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)

4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live in’
(Isaiah 40:22) (6)

7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)

8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)

9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8)

13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)

16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite

(Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)

17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)

19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)

24 Able dock (anag.) (8)

25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath
(1 Samuel 17:40) (4)

26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)

27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)

Down

1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)

2 Conciliatory  (Titus3:2) (9)

3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)

4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)

5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt
(Genesis 43:11) (4)

6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’
(John 20:27) (3,2)

10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)

11 “What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?’
(Psalm 8:4) (2,3)

12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)

13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)

14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)

15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)

18 Narnia’s Lion (5)

20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)

21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)
8
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November crossword answer
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ROLL OF HONOUR
Congratulations
to
Stan & Wendy Sefton
on
completing the
November
crossword




1st January - The naming of Jesus

It is Matthew and Luke who tell the story of how the angel
instructed that Mary’s baby was to be named Jesus - a common
name meaning ‘saviour’. The Church recalls the naming of Jesus
on 1 January - eight days after 25 December (by the Jewish way

BAPTISM

On Sunday 20th November we welcomed
Edie Jayne Ellingham, Zac John Porter

and Charlie James Smith into our church
family through Baptism.

of reckoning days). For in Jewish tradition, the male babies were
circumcised and named on their eighth day of life.

For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special
significance. In Jewish tradition, names expressed aspects of : ;
personality. Jesus’ name permeated his ministry, and it does so Charlie and their parents
today: we are baptised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we are and godparents, as they
justified through the name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); and God the seek to bring themup to T=—""___7~
Father has given Jesus a name above all others (Phil 2:9). All know Christ and to ;
Christian prayer is through ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, and it is ‘at worship regularly.
the name of Jesus’ that one day every knee shall bow.

Please pray for Edie, Zac,

1]}

BAPTISM

Winter travel For the New Year: more YOU time, less IT time....

A government warning said that any-
one travelling in icy conditions should
take: shovel, blankets, sleeping bag,
scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hours supply
of food and drink, de-icer, rock salt,
torch, spare batteries, road flares,
reflective triangles, tow rope, a five
gallon petrol jerrycan, first aid kit, and
jump leads. So ... I looked a complete
pratt on the bus this morning!

Make 2012 the year you spent a bit more time with the people you
live with and love. Advances in technology, combined with hectic
schedules, have led to parents and children spending less and less
quality time with each other.

Now recent research in Missouri has confirmed that too much digi-
tal technology is weakening family relationships, leading to poorer
eating habits, less physical activity, and lower academic results. So
instead of snacking in front of the TV or PC, why not eat as a
family around a table occasionally, and go out for a walk together?

My Placement

Since the beginning of October I have been away from St. Michael’s, doing a hospital chaplaincy placement as
part of my ordination course. I am based at The Countess of Chester Hospital, with some time also spent at two
other smaller hospitals. The chaplaincy team consists of a full-time Free Church chaplain, two part-time Angli-
can chaplains, a part-time Roman Catholic chaplain and about fifty volunteers.

A hospital chaplain’s role is to provide spiritual care for patients, relatives and staff, and meet their religious
needs. He or she is a Christian presence within the hospital, being available when anyone needs to talk or pray.
There is always a chaplain on call, day or night, throughout the year.

Much of the day to day work consists of visiting around the wards. I spent some time shadowing different
chaplains and volunteers as they spoke with patients. It was interesting to see how each person had a slightly
different approach. I was then allocated my own ward, which I visit weekly.

Most patients are happy to chat, particularly those who have been in hospital a while and have seen me the
previous week. Perhaps we have a general conversation, or perhaps the patient may want to talk about something
deeper. I cannot plan conversations ahead, but rely on the Holy Spirit to guide me. Ilook for some clue as to
how God might be already at work in the life of that person.

I have also been attending and helping with chapel services each Sunday. These are attended by any patients who
want to come and are able to do so. Volunteer escorts visit the wards and bring them to the chapel in
wheelchairs. Some patients really value a time of peaceful prayer and worship, away from the ward. Bedside
communions are also available for those who cannot get to the chapel.

How does this help in my ordination training? Firstly it is important for any minister to know how a hospital
works, as they are likely to visit people there. At a deeper level, chaplaincy work is an opportunity to be
alongside other people at a time when they may be feeling vulnerable, simply to be the presence of God for them.
I am trusting God to develop my skills of listening to people, responding and praying, which will be needed in
future parish ministry.

See you at Christmas! Helen Browne
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A

PROSPEROUS 20712 FROM VICKi
SCHOFIELD, STAN SEFTON, BOB &
HELEN BROWNE AND THE CHURCH-
WARDENS, COLIN KEAM AND
VINCENT WHITEHEAD TO ALL THE
PEOPLE WHO READ OUR CHURCH
MAGAZINE:

ARTICLES

News or articles for the February edition
of Growing Together should be given to
Colin Keam by January 22nd.

I am looking for articles for the
newsletter like people’s Birthdays,
Wedding Anniversaries, praying for
people who are sick or in hospital or any
interesting or funny anecdotes.

THANK YOU

INFORMATION

Vicar
Revd Vicki Schofield
The Vicarage
145 Greenway Road,
Runcorn
WA7 4NR
01928 500993
(But not Tuesdays)
e-mail: vicki_schofield@hotmail.com

Churchwardens
Colin Keam 01928 576293
Vince Whitehead 01928 898353

Please telephone the Vicar for information
of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals.
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Please remember the following people in your prayers

Please Pr
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throughout this month.
Romy & Linda Tiongco Olga Gregory
Glenis Dutton Agnes Stockton
Graham & Nicola Aylett Olive Watson
Marjorie Spooner Derick Dykes
Dorothy Hankey Madge Hassall
Margaret Carruthers Adele Marshall

If you would like us to pray for someone close to you please
let the Vicar know. Or if you would like the Pastoral Care
Team to visit someone at home don’t hesitate to let them
know.

...and the recently bereaved, especially any
families known to you

Tommy Roberts Gordon Williams

Freda Thompson

SPONSORSHIP

Grateful thanks so far to the people who have
generously given in supporting the publications
of Growing Together.

We are still looking for people to sponsor the editions of
Growing Together. Perhaps you’d like to help us by sponsoring
or part sponsoring a future edition. For more details please have
a word with Colin Keam or give him a ring on 01928 576293
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