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ALL HOLLOWS EVE

We’ve just had Halloween, and the children of Runcorn dressed up in Halloween costumes to
go trick or treating around their neighbourhood. It’s an ancient British custom reinvented by the
Americans and brought back over here in its current form.

At least the lanterns smell better than they did in my childhood — do you remember the smell of
burning Swedes and turnips?

All Hallows Eve has traditionally been the night when we face our darkest
fears. It’s a night when the spirit of the age is unmasked and seen for what it
is.

The modern world is based on reason and logic, with a scientific view of life
and death. On Halloween we remember another way of viewing life, based
on a spiritual understanding of the world. Ghosts and witches, vampires and
werewolves, zombies and warlocks wander the streets, symbols of how we
feel about the world around us.

The younger generations seem to be more attuned to the spirituality of the age than their elders,
and they explore this side of life in their TV programs and films, their music and video games,
and in how some of them dress. They act out their fantasies as they come to terms with the
culture they live in.

So, some 3,000 people, dressed in zombie costumes, turned up in Brighton recently to amble,
shamble and groan their way through the city centre and along the sea front. The old cemetery
at Whitby Abbey is plagued with young people dressed as vampires acting out
their version of Bram Stoker’s Dracula.

The BBC has been wondering whether the craze for vampires and zombies
tells us something about our times, perhaps with banks and bankrupt countries
cast as the vampires, sucking the lifeblood out of the economic system. Maybe
the zombies are a comment on how we all go mindlessly on with our depend-
ence on a consumer economy?

The day after Halloween is All Saints Day, when we celebrate God’s people
who shine with the light of Christ, shining like stars in this dark world. It’s a different
spirituality, not shaped by the spirit of the age, but shaped by God.

We are called to be saints on earth, to be the ones who shine with God’s love.

We are not called to be blood-sucking vampires, draining the resources of the world,
Nor are we called to be zombies, mindlessly trudging through our days.

We are called to be saints, the holy ones of God.

“Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed........ continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act ac-
cording to his good purpose.
Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and
pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you
shine like stars in the universe”

Philippians 2:12-15

With Love and Praven Vicki
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-15418899

CHURCH SERVICES NOVEMBER

<=, Wednesday 2nd November
@e\@;? 10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 6th November (3rd Sunday before Advent)
8.00 am  Holy Communion
10.00 am Morning Celebration

11.15 am Messy Church

Wednesday 9th November

10.00am  Holy Communion

Sunday 13th November (Remembrance Sunday)
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion

Wednesday 16th November

10.00am Holy Communion

<= Sunday 20th November (Christ the King)
QQ @pﬁ 8.00am  Holy Communion
E 10.00am  Holy Communion
Wednesday 23rd November
10.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 27th November (1st Sunday of Advent)
8.00 am  Holy Communion
10.00am  Holy Communion & Confirmation Service
4.00pm  Prayer & Praise Service with Graham &
Nicola Aylett

Wednesday 30th November
10.00 am Holy Communion

BIBLE READINGSFTOR'NOYEMBER

Sunday 6th November (3rd Sunday before‘Advent)
1 Thessalonians 4: 13<18
Matthew 25: 113

Sunday 13th November (Remembrance[Sunday)
1 Thessalonians 5:-1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

Sunday 20th Novembgr (Christthe King)
Ephesians 1: 15-end
Matthew 25: 31-end

Sunday 27th November (1st Sunday of Adyent)
1 Corinthians'1: 3-9
Mark 13: 24-37
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Children are extremely welcome at all our
services. Sunday Club meets in the Meeting

Room during the service for children

primary school age, and
those of secondary school

age meet in the Choir
Vestry.
If you have a younger

cries during the service
please DO NOT WOR-
RY—it’s only natural.

There are toys for the young child in the
Meeting Room.

Talk to Jesus

When all hope is disappearing
And your spirit is so low

When your days are full of fearing
And you suffer blow on blow
There’s a tried and trusted method
Which will ease all sense of loss
Just kneel and talk to Jesus

The one who died upon the cross

When deep shadows overcome you
And your heart’s full of despair

When your life seems torn and tattered
And appears beyond repair

When you suffer great misfortune

And need lifting from a fall

Just kneel and talk to Jesus

Who died to save us all

For when you talk to Jesus

You’ll not even have to ask
Because he knows your every need
And gives courage for each task
With him life’s long hard journey
For he’s the sturdy footwear

That helps you travel life’s highway

By Colin Hammacott

child who gets restless or
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November Birthdays

Congratulations to Doreen Riley who is
celebrating her birthday on November 19th,
and to Lynne Corker who is celebrating her
birthday on November 25th.
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o Activities at St Michael’s Church

.\
¢ Tots Group
& Tots Group meets in the Meeting Room every Monday &
. Friday morning 9.00am to 10.30am.
FPYPPIVIVRIPAVIYAIIAVAANNANYAYYN ¢ St Michael’s Fundraising Committee
] ¢ Tea & Toast in the Meeting Room
o Saturday 3rd December
e @ 10.00am to 12.00 noon
¢ Admission: £1.00

N

o An Evening Concert with the Highfield Choir and Guests
e Halton Community Artists on Saturday 12th November
¢ in Church @ 7.30pm. Tickets £5 or pay on the door.

:\ Quiz Night with ‘Pimms & Pies’
¢_ On Saturday 26th November in the Meeting Room.
* Tickets £4

N

: Crafters Group
¢_Crafters Group meets in the Meeting Room every
:\ Tuesday from 10.00am to 12noon. Everyone is welcome.

R R

/ /. /.

Please remember the following
people in your prayers who were
married at St Michael’s

during the month of October:

October 8th
Liam Guatella &
Lisa Worthington

Richard Ian Starkey &
Alicia Leah Jackson
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A once-in-a-century Remembrance Day — 11-11-11-11

At 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month of 2011, the nation will pause to remember those who have given
their lives in fighting for this country.

This year is doubly special: 2011 is The Royal British Legion's 90th anniversary, and also this is a once-in-a-
century Remembrance Day.

At 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month in 2011 -11-11-11-11 - we will be remembering those who were
willing to lay down their lives for their country.

The British Legion is inviting people to be a special part of this unique occasion, by leaving a message to go on a
poppy to be planted at Wootton Bassett. That is the town where thousands of people have paid their respects
during repatriations in recent years - you may have seen this on TV.

The British Legion explains: “Many people associate Remembrance Day with heroes of D-Day or the Battle of
Britain's Spitfire pilots. Some people think of the deeds of the SAS during the Falklands conflict or, of course,
Flanders Fields from World War I, carpeted in poppies growing where so many men lost their lives. But in the
last few years it's also been about the nation showing its support for the soldiers returning injured and
traumatised from current conflicts.” So if you would like to put your name to a poppy, please visit:
https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/



https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/RBLDonation/

CHURCH SERVICES F OR DECEMBER

--------------------------------------------- .I!
Sunday 4th December (2nd Sunday of Advent) Sunday 18th December (4th Sunday of Advent)
8.00am  Holy Communion 8.00am  Holy Communion
10.00 am Morning Celebration 10.00am  Holy Communion
11.15 am Messy Church 4.00pm  Carol Service
Wednesday 7th December Wednesday 21st December
10.00am  Holy Communion 10.00am  Holy Communion
Sunday 11th December (3rd Sunday of Sunday) Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve)
8.00am  Holy Communion 11.15pm Midnight Communion

10.00am  Holy Communion
Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day

Wednesday 14th December 8.45am  Holy Communion
10.00am  Holy Communion 10.00am  Family Communion
Friday 16th December Wednesday 28th December
6.00pm  Christingle NO SERVICE

January 1st 2012 (1st Sunday of Christmas)
8.00am NO SERVICE
10.00am Book of Common Prayer
11.15am Messy Church
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8 November Four Crowned Martyrs

Has your boss ever tried to get you to do something that is against your Christian
faith? If so, here are some saints for you. They chose to make a Christian ‘stand’ at
work, even though it really irritated their boss.

Claudius, Nicostratus, Simpronian and Castorius were simple stonemasons in early
4th century Rome. They worked in the imperial quarries and workshops of
Sirmium. They made a number of carvings for the Emperior Diocletian, who had a
passion for building.

Then Diocletian decided he wanted a statue of Aesculapius, the ancient Greek god
of medicine. Here Claudius, Nicostratus, Simpronian and Castorius hesitated: they
were Christians, and not comfortable about making a ‘god’. They demurred. Their
line manager Lampadius was furious, and soon had them imprisoned for refusing to
sacrifice to the gods. Claudius and his friends were in bad trouble — and then it got
worse. Lampadius suddenly died. His family were distraught, and blamed the
stonemasons. Claudius and his companions were killed by drowning.

The courage of these four simple stonemasons to risk everything rather than make a
stone statue of a god, was a great inspiration in the early Church. Their story was
told and retold down the centuries.... eventually Claudius and his friends became the
patron saints of guilds of stonemasons in England.

The curate’s
new mobile
phone had a
limited range
but the call rate
was reasonable.

What’s missing from your dinner table?

As you sit down to your meal this evening, what is missing? Most likely it will be the napkin, once the staple aid
of keeping us tidy while we eat. But nowadays, it seems, napkins are being left in the cupboard in favour of a few
sheets of humble kitchen roll. Only 15 per cent of us still use napkins on a regular basis. The poll, by Carte D’Or,
also found that fewer than half of all families even eat at a dinner table in the evening: they much prefer to eat in
front of the TV instead.




Barbara’s Blog

Hi everybody, last month I started with an apology for not including the picture. This month I gave you my e-mail
without including the numbers. If anyone did try to mail me I’m sorry. This month it will be correct.

As I mentioned in my last blog I was looking forward to a retreat day at Foxhill. If you have never been there, it is
a Christian residential centre set in the most glorious grounds not too far from Frodsham. The day a group of us
went from St. Michaels we were having a course on meditation & prayer. We went on the first Saturday in
October which was the day we had summer! It was the most beautiful day to be in such glorious surroundings &
we were able to eat lunch outside in wonderfully hot sunshine. The weather really added to the magic of the day
which I will never forget. I would like to tell you every detail but that would take up the whole magazine so I will
try to condense it!.

Each of our group probably took away different thoughts & interpretations of the workshop but I would like to
share mine because in some ways it ties in with my communication tips.

The main theme of the day was the story of Mary & Martha. If you are not familiar with this, Jesus paid these two
sisters a visit. During the time he spent with them Mary sat at his feet quietly listening to what he had to say &
Martha bustled around in the kitchen making the equivalent of our cup of tea & tidying up.

We were encouraged to put ourselves in the shoes of both sisters & to think about what we would have done if
Jesus paid us a visit!

In order to do this we were sent out on our own to wander round the grounds first in Mary’s shoes. Before we set
off we were asked to think about prayer in a slightly different way. Instead of asking God for lots of things we
were encouraged to find something in the grounds that we could focus on that we were moved by emotionally &
to try & empty our minds, relax & let God speak to us. I raced off in my wheelchair looking for water & trying to
remember that [ was being Mary. [ have always loved water, the sea, lakes, rivers etc. I found a beautiful lily
pond & sat & focused on this trying to empty my mind. This is what meditation is, emptying your mind &
focusing on one thing. The Buddhists have this down to a fine art & I am sure that it gets easier with practice!
However, as Mary [ managed to relax & focus on my lily pond. It was so beautiful that before I returned to the
house, I took a photo to remind me. I will try to print it out & put it on the board in the meeting room.

Repeating the exercise as Martha was not so easy. I did however discover that I am more like Mary than Martha &
came to the conclusion that we must all have bits of both sisters within us. For me I think I spend more of my time
trying to be Mary, but on a practical level the Martha in me has to emerge or nobody would get a cup of tea when
they come to my house!

If you would like to ask me any questions about the day or meditation please do.

I haven’t much space left to talk about inappropriate ways of listening and responding & I will talk more about
this next month. I will leave you to with this question. If you are trying to talk to someone about something very
important to you & instead of showing you they are listening they have one eye on a newspaper & the other eye
on the television, do you think this is appropriate active listening?

Happy communicating, Barbara. bknott68@gmail.com
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Church Flowers for November

you'd think the vicar would be all for it!"

I

"

w* w*

& w*

e e

w Altar e

% November 10th Mrs S.Hallsworth %

w w*

ﬁ Chapel ﬁ

% November 10th Mprs Bennison *

ﬁ November 24th Dr E.Carter 12 ﬁ / cHRIsTY NS

i ' * T\ N

é“‘ L * (-

i Porch ® TG

;’: November 3rd Miss E.Jones & Miss D.Rile%\ :: L

% Pulpit %

ﬁ November 3rd Miss M.Kenwright ﬁ

* L) *

» UV »

ﬁ Back of Church B\ ﬁ ' - 4

g November 10th Mr J.Martin ¥ % "Given the state of our heating system,
"

o

&
5



Across

8 ‘Thanks be to God for his — gift’ (2 Corinthians 9:15) (13)

9 The number of spies Joshua sent secretly to Jericho (Joshua 2:1) (3)

10 ‘The Lord detests — — , but he delights in men who are truthful’ (Proverbs 12:22) (5,4)

11 Boredom (5)

13 * — love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15:13) (7)

16 ‘How long must I — with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart?’
(Psalm 13:2) (7)

19 ‘He is the — of the invisible God, the first-born over all creation’ (Colossians 1:15) (5)

22 Minimalist male clothing (Job 12:18) (9)

24 Drain (Lamentations 2:12) (3)

25 On purpose (Exodus 21:13) (13)

Down
1 “Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of — faith,” he said, “why did
you doubt?”” (Matthew 14:31) (6)

2 Abut (6)

3 For example, David (8)

4 ‘But Mary stood outside the tomb — * (John 20:11) (6)

5 ‘He rolled — — stone in front of the entrance to the tomb’ (Matthew 27:60) (1,3)
6 Is boot (anag.) (6)

7

Thurible (Leviticus 16:12) (6)
12 ‘Neither death — life... will be able to separate us from the love of God’
(Romans 8:38-39) (3)
14 Festival (January 6) marking the coming of the magi to the infant Christ (8)
15 “Which of you fathers, if your son... asks for an — , will give him a scorpion?’
(Luke 11:11-12) (3)
16 Archaic word for ‘heavens’ or ‘sky’ used by Charles Wesley in the original version of
‘Hark! the herald angels sing’: ‘Hark! how all the — rings’ (6)
17 How the writer to the Hebrews described God: ‘for whom and through whom
everything — * (Hebrews 2:10) (6)

oW
I £83
o S =
- gf @)
3o A
= c
o %@ O
- 72 (@)
=9 O
s S
IT=0C E
o =8 %
s3%35 O
— —t
o283 A
S =0
cﬁgo O
) 3
Q.mu) O
Qo 20
o= u
383 T
S <t
(@] Z_| I_'
s gz M
& g5 =
% S5 @
2 %8 m
3 DE
N
o 23
S
—_
—
sS|o(C|O C|R|I|M NI A|L
d B 3 M B E
NiaRDIL AlulGH][T]E]R
d B 0 B B 3B
E|z]10|N|G|E BJE]
NIA IR A
c [ 1] T
A0 DN N @06
[8/L 1N DG E
s p om0 A0 E
H{Y/M|N|B|O]O|K] T
oMol .M. :
W|E|S|L|E|Y|A|N G|L|A|D

October crossword

answer

18 ‘I plead with — and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord’ (Philippians 4:2) (6)

20 Ancient (Isaiah 58:12) (3-3)
21 By Rome (anag.) (6)
23 Where Nathanael came from (John 21:2) (4)




WANTED

St Michael’s Tuesday Morning Crafters are
asking for donations of new, any colour,
double knitting wool to knit items for the

Seafarers.

Also they are looking for any books (Adult or
Children), CD’s or DVD’s in good condition,
also your Sunday Paper Supplements which
they will be donating to the Seafarers.

St Michael’s Crafters

The Feast of All Saints

For all the saints

‘Whom no one thought to name
No litany of bliss

For their praise proclaims

For the homely saints
No halo aglow
Favored by the Lord
But to us so, so

For the ruined saints

Who craved no boardroom glee
But offered their arms

And gave without fee

For the tattered saints
Who found no rest at home
But served in patient woe
And shrank in hearts alone

For the silent saints
Captured by their pain
Offering it to Him

For salvation’s gain

For the saint unseen

By power or by peer

The crownless heir of love
Raised on Christ’s bier

The lumpen hump of flesh
Draped across bench
Whose spit is his smile
And bouquet his stench

For the blithering saint

Whose strings of words bemuse
His blank stare runs counter
To the civil use

For the stunted saints

No worldly stature given
Graced by a shrug

And through neglect shriven

For the hidden saints
Caught in His eye
Reflections of God’s love
In ordinary guise

The humble face of saints
Uncanonized

Lies in the dust

By Him only prized

For these great saints
We have yet to know
Celebrate today!
Feast on crow

The Crafters of St Michael’s would like to thank those
who donated wool and to thank all the Crafters who used
it. We donated another assignment of mufflers, hats,
gloves, DVD’s, books and videos to the seafarers again
the other week. We still accept new, any colour of
D.K.Wool as we are now knitting jumpers and blankets to
send to the Samaritans Purse (shoebox appeal).

My soul, there is a country

Far beyond the stars,

Where stands a winged sentry
All skilful in the wars:

There, above noise and danger,
Sweet Peace sits crowned with smiles,
And one born in a manger
Commands the beauteous files,
He is thy gracious Friend,

And — O my soul, awake! —

Did in pure love descend

To die here for thy sake.

If thou canst get but thither,
There grows the flower of Peace,
The Rose that cannot wither,
Thy fortress and thy ease.

Leave then thy foolish ranges;
For none can thee secure

But one who never changes —
Thy God, thy life, thy cure.

By Henry Vaughan 1623-95

Beware of the dog

More dogs are biting more people. The number of hospital admis-
sions for dog attacks this past year is 6,120, up five per cent since
2009-10. That figure covers everything from minor nips, needing an
A&E visit, to a serious attack, needing hospitalisation. Children
accounted for about 17% of the victims. The NHS data does not in-
clude any explanation for the increase in attacks. Could it be that
many families are under such economic stress these days that more
dogs are getting neglected, and hence, feel more threatened and on
edge? In any case, it might be wise not to assume that stranger’s dog

is friendly...

Good neighbours are good for your
health

How do you feel about your neigh-
bours? In a recent survey, it was
found that people who can say ‘my
neighbours can be trusted’ reported
better health on average than those
who felt uneasy about their neigh-
bours.

If you trust the people next door, it
seems that this can help prevent nega-
tive emotions such as hostility and
shame, and general unease and stress.
The survey, carried out by a team
from the University of Missouri,
concluded that an increase in
community cohesion might well help
to promote an increase in personal
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Want to be happy? Switch on the radio

If you want to feel positive and far more
energetic, listen to the radio. A recent
survey has found that our mood and
energy levels soar when we tune in. By
contrast, watching TV and browsing the
internet, while also raising happiness and
energy levels, come nowhere near what
radio can do for you. It seems that simply
listening to media, as opposed to also
watching it, stimulates very positive brain
engagement levels. The study was ‘Media
and the Mood of the Nation’.

ARTICLES

News or articles for the December
edition of Growing Together should be
given to Colin Keam by November
22nd. I am looking for articles for the
newsletter like people’s Birthdays,
Wedding Anniversaries, praying for
people who are sick or in hospital or
any interesting or funny anecdotes.

THANK YOU

INFORMATION

Vicar
Revd Vicki Schofield
The Vicarage
145 Greenway Road,
Runcorn
WA7 4ANR
01928 500993
(But not Tuesdays)
e-mail: vicki_schofield@hotmail.com

Churchwardens
Colin Keam 01928 576293
Vince Whitehead 01928 898353

Please telephone the Vicar for information
of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals.

BAPTISM

On Sunday 16th October we welcomed Daniel Thomas
Jones, Ruby May Hardman and Evie Rose Hardman
and on Sunday 30th October we welcomed Gracie-May
Edwards and Jayden Carl McKechnie -

into our church family through Baptism. 7\'

Please pray for Daniel, Ruby, Evie, Gracie- ‘\\/\/\

May, Jayden and their parents and —
godparents, as they seek to bring them up
to know Christ and to worship regularly.

BAPTISM

°
Please Pray

&b

Please remember the following people in your prayers
throughout this month.

Romy & Linda Tiongco Olga Gregory
Glenis Dutton Agnes Stockton
Graham & Nicola Aylett Olive Watson
Marjorie Spooner Derick Dykes
Dorothy Hankey Madge Hassall
Margaret Carruthers Adele Marshall

If you would like us to pray for someone close to you please
let the Vicar know. Or if you would like the Pastoral Care
Team to visit someone at home don’t hesitate to let them
know.

...and the recently bereaved, especially any
families known to you
Janet Roberts Tom Jones

John Sherwin

SPONSORSHIP

Grateful thanks so far to the people who have generously given
in supporting the publications of Growing Together.

We are still looking for people to sponsor the editions of
Growing Together. Perhaps you’d like to help us by
sponsoring or part sponsoring a future edition. For
more details please have a word with Colin
Keam or give him a ring on 01928 576293




