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So long, farewell … Part 2
On the front page of last month’s magazine, Vicki explained that she would be leaving St.
Michael’s at the end of August. She shared with us how God had led her to that decision, and
the plans for her and her family in the immediate future. It set me thinking about goodbyes;
why is it ‘goodbye’ when it might better be called ‘badbye’? ‘Badbye’ thinks that we’re going
to miss the person who’s leaving, we don’t like change, and we wonder how we’re going to
cope.
The Bible is full of people leaving, from Abraham in Genesis chapter 12, throughout the Old
Testament, and on into the New Testament. It seems to be a common experience for God’s
people that He tells them to move on. The book of Acts is full of goodbyes, under various
circumstances. The apostle Paul left the believers in Damascus with as much haste, danger and
secrecy as the von Trapp family. He was lowered in a basket from an opening in the city wall.
In contrast, Paul said a planned farewell to the Ephesian elders on the beach, with tears,
embracing and kissing.
Paul’s pattern of ministry was to go to a new place, establish a church there and then leave.
Perhaps each congregation would wonder how they were going to cope. But these goodbyes
were an accepted part of the growth of the church. Paul encouraged the Christians to identify
and value each other’s gifts, and to continue to trust God. He wrote letters to help them and
frequently assured them of his prayers. His prayers were not for an easy life, but for the spiritual resources to enable them to cope with whatever was coming their way.
One of my favourite prayers comes at the end of Ephesians chapter 3. Paul prays that the
Christians in Ephesus would have roots growing down into God’s love, and would understand
more and more how deep God’s love is. He ends the prayer like this:
Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to Him in the church and in
Christ Jesus through all generations for ever and ever! Amen.
I like that. God can do infinitely more than we ask or imagine. He’s not limited by our ideas of
what He might do, but may answer our prayers in an unexpected and much better way. He can
surprise us with good things, and no situation is beyond His knowledge and care.
We’ll miss Vicki: her warmth; her laughter; her thought-provoking and challenging sermons.
On a personal level, I am grateful for the encouragement
she gave me through the years of training for Reader and
then for ordination. But God still has good things in store
for us and for her. Glory to Him in the church and in
Christ Jesus through all generations for ever and ever!
Amen.
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JUNE CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 2nd June (Sunday after Ascension)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Morning Celebration
12.00noon
Café Church
Wednesday 5th June
10.00am
Holy Communion
Sunday 9th June (Pentecost)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

Children are extremely
welcome at all our services.
Sunday Club meets in the
Meeting Room during the
service for all children. If you
have a younger child who
gets restless or cries during
the service please DO NOT
WORRY—it’s only natural. There are toys for
the young child in the Meeting Room.
He had no home

Wednesday 12th June
10.00am
Holy Communion

He had no home,
The birds of the air had nests
But He had nowhere to lay His head.
He lived as a poor man
Supported by friends,
But fed the thousands with fish and bread.

Sunday 16th June (Trinity Sunday)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 19th June
10.00am
Holy Communion

He preached three years
Persecuted by Pharisees
Who thought He came to destroy the Law,
But the people listened
And some believed
That He was the One they all waited for.

Sunday 23rd June (1st Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 26th June
10.00am
Holy Communion
Sunday 30th June (2nd Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
Places of Welcome

He came to save
When He was lifted up
On Calvary’s cross of suffering and pain,
The curtain tore,
The way made through
And man once lost was found again.
By Megan Carter

The Church is open every
Thursday to anyone seeking to
have some quiet time or to
have some refreshment,
10.30am to 12.30pm.
So come along.
BIBLE READINGS FOR
JUNE
Sunday 2nd June
Acts 16: 16-34
John 17: 20-26

Sunday 16th June
Romans 5:1-5
John 16: 12-15

Sunday 9th June
Acts 2: 1-21
John 14: 8-17

Sunday 23rd June
Galatians 3: 23-end
Luke 8:26-39
Sunday 30th June
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-end
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9th June Pentecost in Jerusalem
On that long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded with thousands of visitors, for it was one of
the most popular feast-days in the Jewish calendar – the Feast of Firstfruits, looking forward to the wheat
harvest. In one small room of that great city, a small group of people who had followed Jesus were praying.
There was nothing else for them to do: Jesus had died, He had risen, and He had ascended, promising to send
them ‘a Comforter’. They were left alone, to wait at Jerusalem. And so they waited – on Him, and for Him.
They were not disappointed: for that morning the Holy Spirit fell upon that small room, and transformed those
believers into the Church, Christ’s body here on earth. Pentecost was not the first time that the Holy Spirit
came to the world – throughout the Old Testament there are stories telling of how God had guided people and
given them strength. But now His Spirit would use a new instrument: not just isolated prophets, but the Church,
his body on earth. Acts opens with the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem, the centre of the Jewish nation.
Within 30 years the Gospel had spread throughout the northern Mediterranean: Syria, Turkey, Greece, Malta...
to the very heart of the Roman Empire: Rome. The Church was on the move – God was on the move! He was
calling people from every nation to repent, turn to Jesus for forgiveness of their sins, and to follow Him.
Funding repairs is 'top problem' facing churches
A new online poll has revealed the top five problems facing the UK's church buildings.
In the poll, run on the National Churches Trust’s website, people were asked to identify what they thought was
the biggest problem facing the UK's church buildings. The top problems were identified as:
Not enough money available for repairs – (identified as top problem by 32% of people)
Declining congregations – (identified as top problem by 26% of people)
Shortage of volunteers to help look after church buildings – (identified as top problem by 16% of people)
Lack of modern facilities – (identified as top problem by 14% of people)
Lead theft – (identified as top problem by 8% of people)
Claire Walker, Chief Executive of the National Churches Trust said:
"Over the last two years, there has been a 56% increase in applications for our grants, with numbers rising from
381 in 2016 to 593 in 2018. One of the reasons for this increase is that less money is available from the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the end of Government backed schemes such as the Listed Places of Worship
Roof Repair Fund.”
“Our nation’s religious heritage belongs to all of us and is too precious to lose.”

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS
to
Matt & Claire Roth
who are celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary
on
8th June
to
Stan & Wendy Sefton
who are celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary
on
11th June

June Birthdays

Colin & Angela Keam
who are celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary
on
11th June
to
Tom & Shelia Rose
who are celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary
on
17th June

to
George & Barbara Done
who are celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary
on
18th June

Church council
The minister was praising his church council. “Unlike others I
have known, where half the council does all the work and the other
half are hopeless, in this church it is completely the reverse!”
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Congratulations to Daphne
Withington who celebrates
her birthday on June 7th, to
June Betton who celebrates
her birthday on June 12th,
to Tom Rose & Vince
Whitehead who celebrate
their birthdays on June 14th, to Bryn
Knott who celebrates his birthday on
June 22nd and to Olga Gregory who
celebrates her birthday on June 27th.

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JULY
Wednesday 3rd July
10.00am
Holy Communion

Wednesday 17th July
10.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 7th July (7th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Morning Celebration
12.00noon
Café Church

Sunday 21st July (9th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 24th July
10.00am
Holy Communion

Wednesday 10th July
10.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 28th July (10th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 14th July (8th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

Wednesday 31st July
10.00am
Holy Communion

More churches than pubs
The UK now has more churches than pubs, according to new data published by the National
Churches Trust. There are around 39,000 pubs in the UK, according to the latest figures from the
Office of National Statistics, with more than 11,000 pubs having closed in the UK in the last
decade – a fall of almost a quarter (23%). However, there are around 40,300 church buildings in
the UK open to the public and being used for worship, according to research carried out for the
National Churches Trust by the Brierley Consultancy. The number of church buildings is also substantially
higher than other key public buildings in the UK. There are currently around 14,300 supermarkets operated by
grocery retailers, 11,500 post office branches, 7,500 bank branches and 3,600 public libraries. An increasing
number of churches in the UK are also becoming local ‘community hubs’, hosting children’s nurseries, senior
citizen lunch clubs, concerts and exhibition venues. Some even house post-offices, GP surgeries and farmer’s
markets. Around 6,000 of the UK’s approximately 32,000 polling places are located in church buildings.
The Beatitudes: ‘Blessed are the meek’ (Matthew Gospel)
Jesus calls those who live for His kingdom to demonstrate His character: ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth.’ (5:5). Meekness can come over as being ‘weak or feeble’, hence ‘Gentle Jesus, meek and
mild.’ However, the Greek word means being tamed: ‘Blessed are those who are tamed, under control.’ The
picture is that of a horse brought under control: strength under submission. Meekness begins with an honest view
of ourselves, where we don’t have to worry about what others think of us, but trust in what God is able to do in
us. Moses is described as ‘very meek, more than all men that were on the face of the earth’ (Numbers 12:3,
RSV). Moses was certainly not a weak leader, but he submitted to God’s plans for his life. Meekness accepts
what comes, even if it hurts, knowing that it's for our good. A meek person will tame themselves to listen to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit, who shows us how to respond in any situation practically and prayerfully. It
means being careful about how we respond to those who provoke us by not being angry or striking out. When we
encounter difficult situations or people who wind us up, how are we prepared to pray before speaking? We
should not be out of control, but under God’s control! Let’s not forget the promise of this beatitude, that the
meek person will ‘inherit the earth.’ Those who are prepared to let go their rights in this world, will be made
infinitely rich in the future.
‘The meek man knows at the same time that he is in the sight of God of more importance than angels. In himself,
nothing; in God, everything. That is his motto.’ (AW Tozer).
It’s too easy to set your home on fire
Sunshine glinting off a reflective object in your home can be enough to set your house on fire.
So warns various fire services up and down the country, from Staffordshire to Dorset. As one expert
from Staffordshire Fire and Rescue stresses: “Always keep reflective items such as mirrors, glass and
crystal ornaments away from direct sunlight. Many people don’t realise that sunlight can be extremely
powerful. If it is then reflected off a mirror, it can produce enough heat to ignite flammable
materials.” A home in West Sussex was gutted when sunlight began shining through a glass ornament on a living
room windowsill. Another fire which engulfed several acres was started by glass bottles left outside the home.
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Café church
Last month’s café church was on the theme of new life; new creation. As you can see from the wonderful art
work the craft corner did. It involved butterflies!! Taking the Bible reading from 2 Corinthians 5; 16 – end,
Paul says Christ’s love has the first and last word in everything we do, and this passage is all about love.
There is God’s love for us that he sent his only son to redeem us from the cycle of sin. By taking our sins and
dying on the cross Jesus’ love for us broke the chains that keep us bound to this earth. He set us free from being
a caterpillar.
By leaving his Spirit within us we can become a butterfly instead.
The Spirit’s work is the guarantee that the new age has dawned, the old has gone. And our love for God makes it
easier for us to share the Good News of reconciliation to Him. And he is always ready to offer us a new
beginning – no matter how foolish we’ve been or how many opportunities we’ve wasted. He offers us a new
page on which to start a fresh chapter.
The past is done with – the future before us.
Try listening to Bruno Mars singing ‘Today my Life Begins’, and if you can access You Tube watch Mary
Mary sing ‘Shackles’ and Chris Tomlin ‘Resurrection Power’.
To finish I’m including a poem by Daphne Kitching based on the 2 Corinthians passage.

New Creation
God thinks you into being
Plans you
Draws in all your details,
Every part intended to be
As you are.
The master of creation
His loving preparation
Takes patient years
Of workmanship and waiting,
Until, at the exact
Time and day of his favour,
He looks at your black and white image.
Love looks at you,
And if you turn your eyes towards him,
Jesus Christ colours you in.
So , if you fancy something a little different from the usual church service, or know someone else who might ,
come along to our next one on Sunday July 7th. The theme is recreation plus rest and reflection. Enjoy good
company, good food and ‘real’ coffee [and tea]. And if you’re feeling creative there’s a craft table just waiting
for you!
More civil weddings
Civil weddings have increasingly
outnumbered religious weddings every
year since 1992. The most recent data
(from 2016) has shown that for the
first time, less than a quarter of all
marriages were religious ceremonies.
As one family law solicitor explained:
“If individuals don’t go to church for
most of their lives, they wonder
whether it’s necessary to have a
church wedding. Nowadays, a
wedding seems to be regarded as more
of a social than a sacred event.”

Take your grandparents on holiday!
British families should do what families in
southern Europe do – take the extended
family on holiday, especially the
grandparents, and include them more into
their daily lives. So urges Mims Davies, the
Minister for Sport. She says that when
visiting some of Europe’s beaches, “you
will find this huge, wonderful plethora of people on the beach
and you will think ‘doesn’t that look fun?’ I think that when we
are a little more bold about how we do things, we find so much
more joy in it. I was there for the latter parts of my parents’
lives – I will never regret that. You won’t get that time again.”
Mitre
A High Church bishop once found his mitre needed reversing
during the service, having been replaced on his head back to
front. A server realised his predicament and started to turn it
round for the bishop. “Steady on there, lad,” said the bishop. “It
doesn’t screw on, you know.”
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Café Church

You are
invited to our
Café Church
Service
at St Michael
and All
Angels
Church,
Greenway Road
Runcorn

Informal
Service for
all
ages
Coffee Tea
Cake
Music
Discussion
Prayer
Crafts

Taste and
See

Sunday
4th August
&
1st September
12.00noon
to
1.30pm

VML Wellbeing Group
VML is runs a Toddlers Group in the Meeting
Room. So if you know anyone who wants to join
please contact Robbie Littler on 07718133018
Another up coming shows at the Brindley for
VML. Go along and support the show.

Activities at St Michael’s Church
St Michael’s Maintenance Appeal Committee
Tea & Toast in the Meeting Room
Next Tea & Toast is on 6th July & 3rd August
@ 10.00am to 12.00 noon
Admission: £2.00
Crafters Group
Crafters Group meets in the Meeting
Room every Tuesday from 10.00am to 12noon.
Everyone is welcome, including new members
Art Club
Next meeting of the Art Club is on Saturday
22nd June 10.00am-12.00noon.
And future dates are and 27th July.
Please come along and learn how to paint and draw.
We might find another Van Gogh.
VML Wellbeing
An informal group that meets on a Thursday
afternoon in the Meeting Room from 1.00pm-3.00pm
doing crafts and having a natter and learn new songs.
Also Mondays VML’s Little Treasures Tots Group
from 9.00am-10.30am. In term time
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PAGE
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CROSSWORD CHALLENGE

Down
1 ‘Assyria’s pride will be brought down and — sceptre will pass away’ (Zechariah 10:11) (6)
2 ‘And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in — with God and men’ (Luke 2:52) (6)
3 The descendants of Esau (Genesis 36:9) (8)
4 The components of the crown that Jesus was made to wear before his crucifixion
(John 19:2) (6)
5 Colour of cloth which was to cover holy objects in the tabernacle when moving camp
(Numbers 4:6–12) (4)
6 One of the gold articles plundered from the Midianites offered to the Lord by the
Israelite army ‘to make atonement’ (Numbers 31:50) (6)
7 ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set — — ’
(Jeremiah 31:29) (2,4)
12 Ate (anag.) (3)
14 ‘We ourselves... groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our — as sons’
(Romans 8:23) (8)
15 Abram’s nephew (Genesis 14:12) (3)
16 Rupture (Job 30:14) (6)
17 ‘Yet to all who received him... he gave the right to — children of God’ (John 1:12) (6)
18 ‘I... asked him the true meaning of all — . — he told me and gave me the
interpretation of these things’ (Daniel 7:16) (4,2)
20 Military units (Exodus 14:20) (6)
21 ‘Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to — her to public
disgrace’ (Matthew 1:19) (6)
23 Diva (anag.) (4)

See how you get on with this crossword. There is no prize,
but whoever gets it back to the Editor by June 22nd will be
entered on a Roll of Honour in the next edition of
Growing Together.

Across
8 Laban complained he had not been allowed to kiss them when Jacob fled with his family
(Genesis 31:28) (13)
9 In favour of (3)
10 ‘The child’s father and mother — at what was said about him’ (Luke 2:33) (9)
11 Swagger (Psalm 12:8) (5)
13 ‘Terrors — him on every side and dog his every step’ (Job 18:11) (7)
16 Bay bits (anag.) (7)
19 Preach, address an audience, speak in public (5)
22 Holy Communion (9)
24 ‘On their way to — out the land, Joshua instructed them, “Go and make a survey of
the land”’ (Joshua 18:8) (3)
25 Joseph advised Pharaoh to appoint these to administer his grain storage plan (Genesis 41:34) (13)

May
Crossword answer
ROLL OF HONOUR
Congratulations
to
Jim & Shelagh Goffin,
Stan & Wendy Sefton
on completing the
May
crossword

Please Pray
Please remember the following people in your prayers
throughout this month.
Romy & Linda Tiongco

José Colley

Brian Tudor

Peggy Hase

Graham & Nicola Aylett
Liz Adams

Keith Lowe
Margery Kenwright

Norah Gamon
If you would like us to pray for someone close to you please let
the Vicar know. Or if you would like the Pastoral Care Team to
visit someone at home don’t hesitate to let them know.
….and the recently bereaved, especially any
families known to you
George Summerlin
ARTICLES
News or articles for the next edition of
Growing Together should be given to Colin
Keam by June 22nd. I am looking for
articles for the newsletter like people’s
Birthdays, Wedding Anniversaries,
praying for people who are sick or in
hospital or any interesting or funny
anecdotes.
THANK YOU

INFORMATION
Vicar
Revd Vicki Schofield
The Vicarage
145 Greenway Road,
Runcorn
WA7 4NR
01928 500993
e-mail: vicki_schofield@hotmail.com
Churchwardens
Colin Keam 01928 576293
Rosemary Lunt 01928 569863
e-mail: warden@runcornstmichaels.org.uk
If you want to book
a wedding, baptism or funeral
please phone this number
07722470940
and ask for Robbie

Dorothy Dean

All Saints Parish Church
Runcorn
Bell Restoration Appeal
The bellringers of Runcorn are appealing for your help in the
full restoration of the eight 1851-cast bells.
The overhaul will cost around £75,000.
The ringers have already raised (and spent!) nearly £2000 on
new pulleys, but this will only help in the short term. The
bells will fall silent in just a few years if they are not rehung
by specialists, so your support would be much appreciated.
Contact Us
If you would like more information or to make a donation,
please contact either:
Rich Westman (Ringing Master):
27 Dale Street, Runcorn, WA7 5PF
rich.westman@gmail.com,
Bill Allman (Tower Captain)
10 Curzon Street, Runcorn, WA7 4PG
(Please make cheques payable to Runcorn Parish Bell Ringers)
Or "Like" us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/runcornrestoration
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