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OCTOBER CHURCH SERVICES
Wednesday 2nd October
10.00am
Holy Communion
Sunday 6th October (16th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Morning Celebration
12.00noon
Café Church
Wednesday 9th October
10.00am

Holy Communion

Sunday 13th October (17th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

Children are extremely
welcome at all our services.
Sunday Club meets in the
Meeting Room during the
service for all children. If you
have a younger child who
gets restless or cries during
the service please DO NOT
WORRY—it’s only natural. There are toys for
the young child in the Meeting Room.
Petition at Rising
O holy Father of truth adored,
O kindly Father of mercy poured,
Deliver me from the spells that harm,
Deliver me from each evil charm.

Wednesday 16th October
10.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 20th October (18th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

Allow no stain to blemish my soul,
Allow no spot to my body whole,
Allow no taint my breath to defile,
Father of tender and lovely smile.

Wednesday 23rd October
10.00am
Holy Communion

For now and for henceforth unto me
In my life, in my death, do thou be,
O Son and Abba Father of love,
And Holy Spirit of grace above!

Sunday 27th October (19th Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 30th October
10.00am
Holy Communion

From an ancient Celtic prayer from South Uist

Places of Welcome
The Church is open every
Thursday to anyone seeking to
have some quiet time or to have
some refreshment, 10.00am to
12.30pm.
So come along.

On Sunday 27th October the clocks will go back
by one hour at 2am, meaning we will gain one
hour of sleep and it will be lighter in the mornings.
SO DON’T FORGET

BIBLE READINGS FOR
OCTOBER
Sunday 6th October
Psalm 100
John 6: 25-35

Sunday 20th October
2 Timothy 3: 14- 4: 5
Luke 18: 1-8

Sunday 13th October
2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Luke 17: 11-19

Sunday 27th October
Romans 15: 1-6
Luke 4: 16-24
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
CONGRATULATIONS
to

October Birthdays

Robbie & Lisa
Littler

Congratulations to Robert Withington
who celebrates his birthday on October
1st, to Tim Asbridge who celebrates his
birthday on October 2nd, to Liz
Crowther who celebrates her birthday
on 6th October, to Rosie Harrison who celebrates
her birthday on 9th October, to Matt Roth who
celebrates his birthday on 13th October and to
Joyce Dykes who celebrates her birthday on
October 18th.

who are celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary on October 30th

Give nature two hours a week

If you want to improve your health and higher
psychological well-being, spend at least 120
minutes a week in a park, woodland, country
park, beach or elsewhere in nature. Recent
research at Exeter University found that people
who spend at least two hours a week walking
among trees, listening to birdsong, and engaging
with nature have lower stress and blood pressure.
The study was published in the journal Scientific
Reports.

CONGRATULATIONS
On August 28th at 4.30pm, Tim
Asbridge (our Director of Music)
and his partner India had a
wonderful baby Girl. She
weighed 8lb and they have
namedher Beatrice.
Congratulations to Tim and
India from the congregation of
St Michael’s

The sermon
A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon
dragged on and on. Finally, she leaned over to her
mother and whispered, “Mummy, if we give him some
money now, will he let us go?”
In praise of grandparents!

6th October is ‘Grandparents Day’. Grandparents in the UK number about 17 million, or more than one in
four of the adult population. Grandparents average out at 68 years of age, have four grandchildren who live 10
miles away, and who spend five hours per visit. Grandparents have multiple roles as their grandchildren grow
up: playmates, teachers, confidants, spiritual guides, mentors, role models and nurturers, as well as prayers. They also can keep children’s milestones, family history and family events alive. Grandchildren will often
discuss their personal concerns with a trusted grandparent. Grandparents are also important for the UK economy! Nine million of them looked after their grandchildren in 2017. On average they did so for eight hours a
week, and 96% received no payment. Research has found that if grandparents go to church regularly, 60% of
their grandchildren are likely to go to church also. Grandparental example is followed! As about 10% of UK
grandparents are churchgoers, would a church ‘Grandparents’ Group,’ to help grandparents meet, discuss
issues and pray for their grandchildren be useful? Moses’ injunction to the Israelites “not to forget the things
your eyes have seen ... make them known to your children and children’s children” (Deuteronomy 4:9) is a
constant challenge, but Psalm 92:14 is a wonderful promise! Grandparents’ Day in the UK is the first Sunday
in October. Should we put that day in our church diary for a special celebration of our grandparents?
28th October Simon and Jude - warning against moral infections
Jude the apostle and martyr (1st century) warns us in his epistle that not all ‘evil’ comes in the form of obvious
ghosties and ghoulies. He writes instead to warn the Christians of the greater danger of people who infect others
with heresy and moral failure. He writes that they are nothing more than …. “blemishes on your love-feasts…
feeding themselves. They are waterless clouds carried along by the winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice
dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame, wandering stars, for whom the
deepest darkness has been reserved forever.” Such dangerous people can be frightening, but Jude also
encourages his readers to remember “…him who is able to keep you from falling and to make you stand without
blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing…the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be
glory, majesty, power and authority, before all time, now and forever…”
According to Western tradition, Jude and Simon went to preach the gospel in Persia, where both were martyred.
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER
Sunday 3rd November (20th Sunday after Trinity) Sunday 17th November (22nd Sunday after Trinity)
8.30am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Morning Celebration
10.00am
Holy Communion
12.00noon
Café Church
Wednesday 20th November
Wednesday 6th November
10.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
Sunday 24th November (Christ the King)
Sunday 10th November (Remembrance Sunday )
8.30am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
3.00pm
Service of Remembrance and
Hope
Wednesday 13th November
10.00am
Holy Communion

Wednesday 27th November
10.00am
Holy Communion
Housework
Who does most of the housework in your family? Probably the woman, if
you are like most families. That is the finding of a recent analysis of who
does household chores, carried out by University College London (UCL).
The study found that even among couples where the woman is more qualified and has a more demanding job, she is still likely to do around half the
housework. However, where the man is better qualified and has a betterpaid job, he is likely to leave the majority of housework to his partner.
Therefore, it seems that despite the steady erosion of gender discrimination
at work, traditional opinions tend to carry on at home. The study, published
in Work, Employment and Society, found that fewer than seven per cent of
couples share the housework equally.

The Beatitudes: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers’
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.’ (Matthew 5:9).
H.G. Wells wrote of Mr Polly, ‘he was not so much a human being as a civil war.’ A lack of peace in our lives
reflects the lack of peace in our families, community and nation. In this beatitude, Jesus calls us to be
peacemakers by overcoming conflict and bringing unity to relationships. This is very different from being a
peacelover! It calls for hard work, patience and a willingness to understand the disagreement. We also risk
misunderstanding and rejection by those we’re trying to help. This brings a much-needed perspective to the
current Brexit debate! What perspective does a follower of Jesus bring to peacemaking? Jesus says we will ‘be
called children of God’, because we demonstrate the family likeness of the ultimate peacemaker. On the cross
Jesus has enabled us to have peace with God (Romans 5:1) and broken down the walls of hostility between
people (Ephesians 2:14). To be a peacemaker starts by recognising that God ‘has reconciled us to Himself
through Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:8). Our mission is to implore people to ‘be reconciled to God.’ (2 Corinthians
5:20). This is the only true path to inner peace, as it is rooted in the reality of peace with God. We are also called
to bring peace between people, especially in the local church. It’s easy to avoid doing anything because we want
a peaceful life! It means confronting situations where relationships have broken down and bringing people
together in unity of heart and mind. The role of peacemaking is never easy; it cost Jesus His life and will
undoubtedly change us: ‘reconciliation takes place when two opposing forces clash and somebody gets crushed
in between.’
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All things come from You, and of Your own do we … not give back much!
Jesus taught a great deal about money and its dangers. Most of His parables concerned money in one form
or another. He used the word ‘Mammon’ to describe a false financial god, saying “You can’t serve God and
Mammon.”
So, a right attitude to money is essential for Christians.

Until we are released from the straitjacket of putting money before God, that blocked soul-artery will impede
our way to God. Once we are liberated from the control money has over us, we can be lavish in our giving –
with a sense of exuberance. St Paul puts it like this: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” St Paul spent ten years raising funds for
the impoverished Church in Jerusalem where there was a serious famine. The little and very poor Church in
Macedonia gave way beyond their comfort zone. The relatively wealthy Church in Corinth gave little by
comparison. Paul contrasts them. Miserable Corinthians; joyful Macedonians.
Giving is fun.
Christian giving becomes something that we share privately with Jesus. In Matthew Jesus taught that when
we give, we should not let even our left hand know what our right hand is doing. God is generous to us, so
when we are generous, we share a secret with Him. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.”

So - giving money away makes you happy!
Giving to God is giving back what He has already given to us.
It’s not the quantity, it’s the percentage of what we have.
A right attitude to money is vital for Christians.
Bugs everywhere you touch
This is the kind of story which makes you want to put gloves
on. It seems that ‘disturbing’ levels of antibiotic-resistant
superbugs have been found on cash machines and escalator
rails, not to mention ticket machines, soap dispensers, door
handles, armrests and lavatory seats. There were other
infected surfaces in Tube stations, shopping centres,
hospitals, and public washrooms. Researchers from the
University of East London found that of the many surfaces
which they swabbed, nearly half had bacteria which showed
resistance to two or more antibiotics, including penicillin and
erythromycin. As one researcher said, it was “disturbing”
that such general public areas can be in fact “reservoirs for
multi-drug-resistant bacteria.”
The findings were published in the journal Scientific Reports.
One third of young children have never been to the butcher’s or greengrocer’s
That is the finding of a survey by Nationwide Building Society, who also found that one in four youngsters of
primary school age do not even know what a high street is. More than half have never visited a laundromat,
and nearly half have never been to a florist or key-cutter. The survey comes amidst concerns that the future of
Britain’s high street is bleak. A recent report by Retail Economics predicts that half of UK retail transactions
will be online within a decade, as opposed to a fifth of all transactions at present. In the past ten years, a
number of big chains have disappeared, including Woolworths, BHS, and Toy R Us. Meanwhile Homebase
and Marks & Spencer are closing many shops, and profits have dropped at John Lewis. And little wonder: the
survey found that 75 per cent of children said that their parents mostly shopped at a supermarket, and 40 per
cent had parents who shopped mostly online. Meanwhile, MPs are urging towns to develop a unique selling
point, in order to attract shoppers.
Family Bible surprise
A little boy was fascinated as he fingered through the pages of the old family Bible. Suddenly, an
old leaf that had been pressed between the pages fluttered out. “Mum, come quick!” he cried. “I
think I just found Adam’s underwear!”
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Café Church

You are
invited to our
Café Church
Service
at St Michael
and All
Angels
Church,
Greenway Road
Runcorn

Informal
Service for
all
ages
Coffee Tea
Cake
Music
Discussion
Prayer
Crafts

Taste and
See

Sunday
3rd November
&
1st December
12.00noon
to
1.30pm

VML Wellbeing Group
VML runs a Toddlers Group in the Meeting Room.
So if you know anyone who wants to join please
contact Robbie Littler on 07718133018
Another up coming shows at the Brindley for
VML. Go along and support the show.

Activities at St Michael’s Church
St Michael’s Maintenance Appeal Committee
Tea & Toast in the Meeting Room
Next Tea & Toast is on 2nd November &
7th December
@ 10.00am to 12.00 noon
Admission: £2.00
Farmhouse Supper 19th October 7.00pm
Tickets: £8 inc entertainment and food
Crafters Group
Crafters Group meets in the Meeting
Room every Tuesday from 10.00am to 12noon.
Everyone is welcome, including new members
Art Club
Next meeting of the Art Club is on Saturday
28th September 10.00am-12.00noon.
And future dates are 26th October & 23rd November.
Please come along and learn how to paint and draw.
We might find another Van Gogh.
VML Wellbeing
An informal group that meets on a Thursday
afternoon in the Meeting Room from 1.00pm-3.00pm
doing crafts, having a natter and learning new songs.
Also Mondays VML’s Little Treasures Tots Group
from 9.00am-10.30am. In term time
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We welcomed the following into the
Church Family
through Baptism
We welcomed three
children during the
month of September:
Jude Arthur
Walker, Thea Mae
Jack, Izzy Jaye Cairns(28th September).
Please pray for Jude, Thea, Izzy that they may
grow up to love and follow Christ. Please pray
for their parents and Godparents, and pray that
they may seek to know Christ and to worship
regularly.

PUZZLE
PAGE
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CROSSWORD CHALLENGE

Down
2 ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made — ’ (1 Corinthians 15:22) (5)
3 ‘After supper he — the cup’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)
4 The request of a man of Macedonia in Paul’s vision: ‘Come — to Macedonia and
help us’ (Acts 16:9) (4)
5 He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s wife
(Genesis 38:9) (4)
6 I veto me (anag.) (7)
7 Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11)
8 Priest of God Most High, who blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11)
12 ‘I have made you — — for the Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47) (1,5)
14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3)
15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the — , something sweet’ (Judges 14:14) (6)
19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do — —a man’s understanding’
(Proverbs 30:2) (3,4)
20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under — , but under grace’
(Romans 6:14) (3)
24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5)
25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4)
26 Heroic tale (4)
27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you — ’ (John 8:32) (4)

See how you get on with this crossword. There is no prize,
but whoever gets it back to the Editor by October 22nd will
be entered on a Roll of Honour in the next edition of
Growing Together.

Across
1 The sixth disciple (Matthew 10:3) (11)
9 ‘And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the — — ’ (Matthew 6:13) (4,3)
10 Love intensely (Song of Songs 1:4) (5)
11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel, Elijah — all the way (1 Kings 18:46) (3)
13 One of the Midianite leaders who was captured and killed after Gideon’s victory in the
valley near Moreh (Judges 7:25) (4)
16 Metallic element (4)
17 At line (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is — on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13) (4)
20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone (Judges 15:14) (4)
21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
22 ‘When he saw him, he took — on him’ (Luke 10:33) (4)
23 ‘For — is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction’ (Matthew 7:13) (4)
25 ‘The god of this — has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (3)
28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22) (5)
29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf’ (1 Corinthians 10:17) (7)
30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch
(2 Kings 19:37) (11)

September
Crossword answer
ROLL OF HONOUR
Congratulations
to
Jim & Shelagh Goffin,
Stan & Wendy Sefton
Abbie& Mary Butt
on completing the
September
crossword

Please Pray
Please remember the following people in your prayers
throughout this month.
As some of you know I am a member of
Cursillo [kur-see-yo] which is a movement
within the Anglican community to allow
Christians to grow in faith through study,
prayer and action. We have begun a new
initiative to pray for the Deanery and
parishes within Chester diocese. This month
the Cursillo community will be praying for
those churches within Frodsham deanery
which, of course, includes St Michaels. So
for the month of October you will be prayed
for by a number of people, specifically that
we continue to flourish as a church and as
we wait for a new incumbent.
An encouraging thought as we come to
worship at St Michaels, knowing that we are
held in prayer by so many outside of parish.
With love and prayers. Joan

ARTICLES
News or articles for the next edition of
Growing Together should be given to Colin
Keam by October 22nd. I am looking for
articles for the newsletter like people’s
Birthdays, Wedding Anniversaries,
praying for people who are sick or in
hospital or any interesting or funny
anecdotes.
THANK YOU

Romy & Linda Tiongco

José Colley

Brian Tudor

Peggy Hase

Graham & Nicola Aylett
Liz Adams

Margery Kenwright
Norah Gamon

If you would like us to pray for someone close to you please let
the Vicar know. Or if you would like the Pastoral Care Team to
visit someone at home don’t hesitate to let them know.
….and the recently bereaved, especially any
families known to you

All Saints Parish Church
Runcorn
Bell Restoration Appeal
The bellringers of Runcorn are appealing for your help in the
full restoration of the eight 1851-cast bells.
The overhaul will cost around £75,000.
The ringers have already raised (and spent!) nearly £2000 on
new pulleys, but this will only help in the short term. The
bells will fall silent in just a few years if they are not rehung
by specialists, so your support would be much appreciated.

INFORMATION
Vicki has now retired as our Vicar.
So any enquires to the
Churchwardens please. See below for
details
Churchwardens
Colin Keam 01928 576293
Rosemary Lunt 01928 569863
e-mail: warden@runcornstmichaels.org.uk
If you want to book
a wedding, baptism or funeral
please phone this number
07722470940
and ask for Robbie

Contact Us
If you would like more information or to make a donation,
please contact either:
Rich Westman (Ringing Master):
27 Dale Street, Runcorn, WA7 5PF
rich.westman@gmail.com,
Bill Allman (Tower Captain)
10 Curzon Street, Runcorn, WA7 4PG
(Please make cheques payable to Runcorn Parish Bell Ringers)
Or "Like" us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/runcornrestoration
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